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the general esteem  of his  fello\v-countrymen, and
the great name which he bore  made him the only
possible successor to an Obrenovic on the throne of
Servia.    The Sultan at once ratified his election, but
the Czar Nicholas I., who regarded himself as the
4k Protector of Servia/' insisted   upon a new election
being held.  The fears of Russia that a Karageorgevic
would prove too independent were, however, idle, for
Alexander lacked the spirit of his sire.    But, in order
to pacify the Czar, the form of another election was
gone through, and Alexander once more chosen as
Prince, the appointment, however, being only for life.
With this' concession, and the exile of the two revolu-
tionary chiefs, Vouicic and Petronievic, the Russian
autocrat professed himself contented, and for the next
few years Servia enjoyed profound peace.    Abroad,
the Prince abandoned the "great Servian idea" of
Milosh, who had dreamed of emancipating all the
Serbs   outside  the   principality   from   the   Turkish
yoke ; at home, he devoted himself to those fiscal
and economic reforms   which were  sorely needed.
During his reign the principality made great material
progress.    Roads opened up the internal commerce
of the country, two new codes were promulgated,
and great public works  undertaken.     For a brief
space  Servia seemed to have  reached  that happy
condition of having no history, to which few states,
least of all in the Balkan Peninsula, ever attain.

But the outbreak of the revolution in Hungary
in 1848 at once aroused the sympathy of the Serbs
of the principality. The Prince preserved official
neutrality, but he could not prevent his subjects from